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Diocese hit with 99 abuse suits last year
145 people say they were yictims of church personnel

By Greg Moran
UNION.TRIBUNE STAFF IA/RITER

February 23, 2004

The Roman Catholic Diocese of San Diego was named in 99 lawsuits last year from 145 people who a.lleged they had
been sexually abused by church personnel.

The dala was compiled by plarntiffs' lawyers who brought the suits under a special law that expired Dec. 31. That law
opened a one-year window fbr people who claim they were abused years ago - long after the legal deadline for filing
suits had expired to bring a case to court.

Plaintiffs' lawyers said the number ofalleged victims suing the diocese is the second highest in the state, trailing only
the massrve Los Angeles archdiocese.

ln all' 55 people are named in the la,vsuits, ptaintiffs' lauyer lrwin Zalkin said. That includes drocesan pnesrs, mernbers
ofreligious orders working in the diocese, nonclergy church workers and nuns The vast majonty oithose named are
either deceased or no longer in the priesthood.

Rodrigo Valdivi4 chancellor ofthe San Drego dioc€se, said Friday that the diocese is still compiling rts own tally ofIitigation filed Iast year. The diocese has not yet been formally served with all the surts, OutneliJ fr" pra,ntirrs
numbers are "somewhat similar to ours "

one difference, he sard, is the drocese belreves that it was rnconectly named in some ofthe lawsuits targeting membersofreligious orders that were operatrng facilitres or working rn the diocese. Ifthe diocese is removed from liabilrty intfiose suits, the number of lawsuits it will face would be rJuced, he said.

The tally of litigation, whrch took several weeks to compile, surfaced at a time of several new developments in thescandal that has shrouded the chr-rrch for two years. Two imp,ortant reports are due this week, and boii sides beganmeehng this month to explore possrble settlements

T:jg l"g. diocese is expecled to release a report tallying ailegations ofsexual abuse in the diocese from 1950 to2003, Valdivia said. Until 1978, San Bemardino and Riversile cointres were pan 
"irrr. 

s".'o-i"-g" a-.""r"

He- said the report will contain statistics of sexual abuse by priests in the diocese over that time period lt will not nameindrvidual priests, he said.

The release ofthe local report will precede the long-anticipated release ofa report Friday that will detail a natronwidesurvey ofclergy abuse in the Roman Catholic Chuich. A draft ofthe report, reported by CNN last week, mdicatedabout 4 Percent of all clergy in service since 1950 were accused of molesting mrnotr rfi.i"r 
"i"."i 

.fficials refusedto confirm it.

ln addition to the reports, the diocese and the cadre of rawyers representrng aleged victims from sanBemardino and orange counties have begun meeting in hrgh lyconfidentiut, 
"oui-ora"."a 

-"Jiution'Angeles.
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The first session was held Feb 6 State law prohibits lawyers from discussing the progress ofthe mediations

The sessions could yield a seftlement of some or all of the claims, attomeys have said. Claims filed against the Diocese

of Orange and the Archdiocese of Los Angeles - which faces more than 500 claims - are also ongoing

All the clergy abuse cases from San Diego and other dioceses have been coordinaled under a singlejudge in Los

Angeles Thar judge has in tum sppointsd another j urist as the mediator

What happens in the sessions can't be discussed outside of mediation, and also can't be used in any future court
proceedings, said Craig Higgs, a San Diego attomey and experienced mediator

The confidentiality mandate allows each side to say things that they otherwtse would not, for fear it could be used
against them in court, he said

Higgs, who has medrated sexual abuse claims against churches, schools and other instituiions, said that typically in
such cases a plarntiffs lawyer goes first, sketching out the outlines oftheir case

In the clergy cases now under mediation, according to an attomey familiar wlth the process, plaintiffs' lawyers are
employing a multimedia pres€ntation. lt fedures a videotap€d statement from the alleged victim, and a DVD with
pictures and other documents.

The presentation lays out the biographies ofthe victims, what happened to them and the impacts on their life, according
to attorneys.

Afler the plaintiffs are finished, the defendants make their arguments, said Higgs. The mediator then begins meeting
with both sides, exploring offers and shuttling back and forth.

Valdivia said the diocese is hopeful that all the litigation can be settled through mediation He said the diocese remains
open to privately settling claims with alleged victims.
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