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S.D .  CATHOLICS ASK JUDGE TO INTERVENE
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SA DIEGO - A group claiminE to repres€nt more than I

mil l ion Rom.n C.thol ics .sk€d . brnk.uptcy judge Thursd.y

to prevent the San Diego dloces€ from closing or sel l ing

churches, schools.nd charit ies to sett le sex-abuse cas€s.

The group, P.rishioners for Chu.ches and Schools, wants to

ioln a trial set for this fall in federal bankruptcy court that

will determine whether parish prop€rti€s can be seized or

l iquidat.d through the Cathol ic Diocese of San Di€go in any

s€tt lement.

Patrick Hazel, the group's president, said it would be unjust

if a settlement in the cases reduced the church's abiliv to

€ducate its children or p€dorm chadtable rvork.

'The parishioners who provided donations had no knowledgo

Program Schedul€ of the .buse, didn't condon€ it, didn't authorize it. Thay ar6
ViewerAdvrsory innocent,"Hezelsaid.
Board

Jobs At XFMB
If the motion for intervontion by the pa.ishion€.s' g.oup is

grantod, it would be the first such l.gal claim by p.rishion€rs

in a bankruptcy proceeding for a U.S. diocese. accordlng to

Thomas Califano, a lgwyer for th€ parishion€rs' group.

More than 1,10 plalntifis who cl.im th€y w€r€ abused .re

seeking I senloment of about $200 mlllion frcm th€ dioc6se.

Th6ir attornovs hav6 su€d th€ diocas! in th€ benkruptcy

court for al leg€dly shi€lding l .nd and oth€r holdinos wo.th

mil l ions through t.rnsf€.s to prish€s.nd schools.

ctrurch offici.ls deny they hav€ hidden or ill6grlly

transf€rrcd t€sourcas.
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The dioc€so frl6d for Chapt€r 11 bank.uptcy protoction Feb.

27. tt initially rEportad about i95 million in assets but nov{

€stim.t€s th.t its ass€B may b€ wodh closa to $150 million.

An independent audit of th6 dioc€se's accounts is beino

prepar€d undar court order.

Th. San Di€go dioc.s. is th€ l.rC.st of fivo Cathollc dioc.ses

rround th€ country to saok bankruptcy prot€ction.

lnvin Zalkin, an attorn.y r.pr.senting 5|l all€Ced abus.

victims, said his clients dld not want to fo.ce church€s and

schools to clos6. H. s.ld th€ dioces€ has claimed a broad

r6ng€ of .ss.ts belong to its parishes.

"It includ€s v.cant lots, it includ€s condos, it includss Cas

stltions, the r€venu.s of whach f,ow dir.ctly to tho diocsss,'

h€ said.

An rttom.y for th€ dioc€s€, Michoal W6bb, w6lcom€d the

interv€ntion of parlshlon€rs In th€ bankruptcy proc€€dlnCs.

'They'r6 a sop..ate org.nizatign, but we'l€ glad to se. th€m

hore," w€bb s. id.

A hearing has bsen 99t for sspt. 6 b€forr Blnkruptcy ludg.

Louis€ D€C€rl Adler.

Th€ parishlon€rs' gtoup also askod to b€ r€cognlz€d by th.

f€d€r.l trust66 ov.rs€€ing th€ cass, califano said. A call to

U.S. trustoe Stov€n Katsman was not immediatoly return€d'

Earli€r this month, the Archdiocess of Los Angeles aer€€d to

pay t660 million to sattlc.bus€ cl.lrns in tha largest Payout

y€t. Cardin.l Rogsr Mahony has said tho s.ttl€m€nt will not

hrv€ an lmprd on local mlnlstrl€s and th.t no p.rish

grog€rtl€E or schools will b€ sold to cover the l25O million

th€ rrchdloces€ wlll pay outrlght.
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