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2nd largest in nationwide scandal
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SAN DIEGO — The Roman Catholic Diocese of San
Diego agreed Friday to pay $198 million to 144 victims of
clergy sexual abuse, the second-largest payment since the
: scandal erupted in 2002.

The agreement capped more than four
years of negotiations in state and federal
courts and came six months after the dio-
cese filed for bankruptcy protection just
hours before the first of 42 lawsuits was
scheduled for trial.

Victims expressed relief that a settle-
; ment was reached, but they were angry it
B took so long.

Bishop “They knew all along that I’'d béen mo-
Robert Brom  lested, so to put me through this is uncon-
scionable,” said Michael Bang of Atlanta.
INSIDE: The diocese had sought to protect its as-
Total dollars  sets in bankruptcy court, but quickly found

the clergy it a rough venue before a judge who criti-
et cized the church for bookkeeping practices,
s undervaluing real estate holdings and fail-
JAMIE SCOTT LYTLE / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER US. Catholic 18 to disclose facts. :
' s HLIOM U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Louise DeCarl
)lls over La Costa C anyon Church, Adler recently threatened to dismiss the
Page A-6. case if an agreement with sex abuse plain-
wide receiver Billy Chandler stretches for the end zone but is stopped tiffs was not struck by Tuesday in a last-ditch
ine Lockett during Friday’s Oceanside win. See Sports, Page C-1. round of talks before a federal magistrate judge. Several
victims also participated in the negotiations. ‘
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knowledge it’s not a good idea THE MONETARY COST
agen- to use one-time funds for on- ) DIOCESE OF THEO SCANDAE
ill re- going expenses, but it’s the ) e
pera-  best they can do this year. Continued from A-1 I’'m very, very sorry Sex abuse by Roman
inder “To achieve savings in the ‘ . Catholic priests has cost the
e gov- millions of dollars, which is * bankruptcy reorganization for the SUffeﬂng we U.S. church at least $2.3 bil-
1 with what we would be talking plan and closer to the $200 'have caused them lion since 1950. Here are
fiscal about, would require signifi- million sought by victims. p some of the largest known
part- cant impacts on riders and Bishop Robert Brom said and i pl'ay they will payouts to victims since the
jobs on the region,” Hannasch in a news release that the i crisis erupted in 2002 in the
r and  said. church had wanted to settle walk WIthGO’d fora Archdiocese of Boston:
. both Supervisor Ron Roberts, the lawsuits fairly while also réenewed life. :
iate,” whose district includes much = maintaining church programs : m Archdiocese of Los Ange-
when of the city of San Diego, said and services. ROBERT BROM les, 2007, agrees to pay
more, he agreed with other commit- “We pray that this settle- Bisho—of(t)he San Diego $660 million to about 500
i tee members on pressing the  ment will bring some closure Romaﬁ Catholic Diocege people.
ve di- state for more money. He also  and healing to the years of '
yunty  wants to look at how the San  suffering experienced by ® Diocese of San Diego, Fri-
. the Diego Association of Govern- these victims,” Brom said. day, agrees to pay $198 mil-
luced ments can cuts costs, he said. The diocese will withdraw lion to 144 people.
each “It’s easy to criticize the its bankruptcy filing as part
mber, state,” Roberts said. “The state  of the agreement, Brom said. “I have grandkids the same H Diocese of Orange, Calif.,
pen a is upside down financially, and The bishop apologized to age I was and I hope all this 2004, $100 million for 90
light- that’s the root of the problem. victims at a news conference.  helps kids to be protected bet- abuse claims.
along They are going to continue to “Pm very, very sorry for the ter than we were protected.”
from rob Peter to pay Paul. I would suffering we have caused Documents proving the | Diocese of Covington, Ky.,
think we’ve got to do some them and I pray they will abuse and the extent of church 2006, up to $84 million for
aming soul-searching and cleanup walk with God for a renewed officials’ knowledge that it was more than 350 people.
budg- work to do with respect to how life,” he said. happening will be publicly re-
y that we’re spending money.” The San Diego diocese will leased as part of the agree- ® Archdiocese of Boston,
illion Horn and other officials pay $153 million to settle 111 ment, both sides said. 2003, $84 million for 552
einto said the transit money from cases involving its own clergy The Los Angeles Archdio- claims.
avoid the gasoline tax belongs to  and $30 million for 22 cases cese settled 508 cases for $660
Han- the local governments and involving members of million in July, two days be- ® Diocese of Oakland, Calif.,
sover they should decide what to do  Catholic orders, church offi- fore jury selection was sched- 2005, $56 million to 56
arily, with it, not the state. cials said. Insurance will pay uled to begin in the first of 15 people.
e the “They need to leave that about $75 million, and the trials involving 172 abuse
ue or money alone,” Horn said. rest will be raised through claimants. m Archdiocese of Portland,
e. “They should send us that land sales and loans. The Diocese of Orange Ore., 2007, agrees to pay
rinter money, period. It’s our deci- The Diocese of San agreed to settle 90 claims for about $52 million to 175
1 new sion, not theirs.” Bernardino, a defendant in  $100 million in 2004 after a victims to emerge from
rvice, L some of the cases, will pay $15 judge promised to set trial bankruptcy protection. Sets
illion Contact staff writer Edward million to settle the other 11 dates and begin the discovery aside another $20 million
grams  Sifuentes at (760) 740-3511 or claims, all for abuse that oc- process if settlement talks col- for any future claims.
jears. esifuentes@nctimes.com. curred after 1978, when San lapsed. Bishop Tod D. Brown e
gy ac- Comment at nctimes.com. Bernardino split from the San  later said he couldn’t risk a tri- ® Diocese of Spokane,
Diego diocese. al in a state where a jury once Wash., 2007, agrees to pay
“We hope the resolution of awarded $30 million to two $48 million for about 150
’ these cases will bring a meas- = people who claimed they were claims to emerge from bank-
' ure of peace and, we hope, a sexually abused by clergy. ruptcy protection.
cloth- send them regular birthday degree of healing and closure With nearly 1 million
untry  cards. for the victims,” said the Rev. Catholics and holdings m Diocese of Sacramento,
ions. He said that more than 40 Howard Lincoln, spokesman for ~ throughout San Diego County, Calif., 2005, pays $35 mil-
arty,” percent of the 11 million kids the San Bernardino diocese. the diocese is by far the lion to 33 people.
board who skateboard are between The settlement averages biggest and wealthiest of the
L “It’s  six and 11, and thus are likely about $1.4 million per five U.S. dioceses that filed for m Archdiocese of Louisville,
f the to shop with their parents. claimant, which is slightly Chapter 11 bankruptcy pro- Ky., 2003, $25.7 million to
B “Are you capturing the in-  higher than what plaintiffsre- tection under the shadow of . 243 victims.
where terest of the parents who ceived in other California set- civil claims over sexual abuse.
mous come in your store?” he asked tlements. The first payments Dioceses in Spokane, Wash., m Diocese of Tucson, Ariz.,
, Wis., the group of about 30. are due in January. Portland, Ore., and Tucson, 2005, agrees to fund a set-
from Ponzi said the fear over the “We shouldn’t have had to  Ariz., have already emerged tlement trust worth about
ssand last few years that Internet re-  go through all this,” said Betty  from Chapter 11 bankruptcy $22 million for more than
tail would sweep through the Schneider, 62, of Temecula, protection. The Davenport, 50 victims to emerge from
repar- surf/skate industry was un- who claimed she was molested Iowa, diocese, which faces bankruptcy protection.
strode  founded. Only about 10 per- when she wasa 10-year-oldand élaims from more than 150 — The Associated Press
where cent of surf/skate wear is a member of her church choir. people,is still in proceedings.
linese = bought online, he said.
sturer “The death of brick and
mortar has not happened,” he
t and  said. “For your customers, it’s
isrun  still about the experience of
Mesa- coming to a gathering place.”
r that Other seminar topics this
awide weekend include:
ands. ® how to push for a public
1 side  skatepark in your community;
presi- ® how the aging of Genera-




